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Combined Offensive |} 


Expected 


ON HAMMER, military- 
V respondent of the + Banat 
News Agency, wrote last night: 

“ Berlin military: circles | 
that the agreement between the 
Soviet Union and the Allies pro- 
vides for the Soviet offensive to Í: 
begin simultaneously with the. 
second phase of the invasion.”— 
(Reuter.) 


SERTORIUS SAYS:— 


Een 


Base Needed 


For Decisive 


Offensive 


66 L' VEN :F the Americans take 
4 Cherbourg in a compara- 
tively short time—a case considered 
most unlikely in Berlin—it would 
still be difficult to say when the 
present (second) phase of the inva- 
sion is likely to come to an end,” 
wrote Captain Sertorius, the German 
commentator, yesterday. 

“ This second phase,” he says, “ is 
a phase of Allied efforts to enlarge 
their present base preparatory to a 
decisive full-scale offensive. 

“Even the occupation of the 
whole of the Cotentin Peninsula 
would not give the enemy the one | 
thing he needs—a base sufficiently 
large for the preparation and start 
of a decisive offensive. 

“ At the moment, at any rate, the 
fortifications of the fortress of Cher- 
hourg were still between General 
Bradley's tank spearheads and the 
coveted port, and in those fortifica- 
tions are doggedly-fighting German 
defenders. 


REINFORCEMENTS 


“Fighting is still taking place 
only in the fortified approaches— 
roughly on a semi-circle about seven 
and a half miles from the town. 
Contrary to enemy reports, the 
Americans have at no point yet 
broken into the fortifications 
proper.” 

American units on the Cherbourg 


German Counter-attack 


\ 


Repulsed = . 


SUBURBS OF 


‘[JOUSE- har 
H /USE-TO-HOUSE FIGHTING IS IN PROGRESS IN 


quote BY A cas 
YORK. a 


by an advance of cere 
front. 


A Reuter message late last night 
counter-attack was repulsed. EE mais 


The Allies have advanced to a point less than one-and-a- 
of the Cherbourg | 


half miles ffom the extreme 
according to Algiers radio. 


tip peninsula, 


Nearly Encircled 


The encirclement of the fortress 


of Cherbourg is almost complete, 


and the Americans are driving to 


the coast on each side of the town, 

Says a Press Association correspon- 

dent at Allied Supreme H.Q. Allied 

troops have crossed the road lead- 

ch east to St. Pierre-Eglise, and 
a 


a mile south of the town of 


Beaumont-Hague they have driven 
the Germans from the road run- 
ning from Cap de la Hague, at the 


northernmost tip of the peninsula, 


to Cherbourg. 

Forward elements reached Ouet- 
tehou early yesterday morning, and 
the troops in the centre of the front 
are approximately three miles south 
of Cherbourg. 

The Allied line thus runs from 
Quettehou up to St. Pierre-Eglise, 
then south-west to the small village 
of Rufosses, where strong resistance 
was met. Thence it goes south-west 
and due west to Martin Vaast, about 
three miles south-scuth-west of 
Cherbourg. The line then goes 
north-west to the Bois du Rog, 
north-west along the road to Cap 
de la Hague until a point half a 


mile from Beaumont-Hague, and 
down to the sea. 
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Peninsula have been further rein- } AMERICAN AIM & 


forced during the last few days, said 
German Radio. Pioneers, hea 
artillery and “special formations " 


It appears that the Americans 


may be trying to cut the defenders 


} withdrawal to the west and a shor- 
tening of his line in the southern 
part of the peninsula. 

Reuter’s military correspondent 
statés that, although official quar- 
ters are cautiously sober, most 
military commentators think that 
the fate of Cherbourg will 
sealed within 48 hours. — It is pos- 
sible that sporadic fighting may 
continue some time longer. . 


LINE SWAYS 


The line south of the corridor. 
has not ery changed. There 
has been a slight advance from 
Carentan, and American troops in 
the vicinity of the important road 
junction of St. Lo have met in- 
creased resistance. 


have been warned by General 


_. Stimson -Praises - 
British Operations 


Every Yard 
Of Territory 


Robert Reuben, Reuter’s Special 
Correspondent with American forces 
in the pe . 

R 80 minutes more than 1.000 
_ American and British bombers, 
flying in wave after wave, have 
been dumping tons of bombs on the 
German fortifications surrounding 
Cherbourg, and American land 
forces are forging ahead in an all- 
out assault on the German fortress 
harbour. 
Fighter-bombers have been racing 


in and dropping their loads in the i 


narrow strip now separating the 
German fortress from the American 
armoured vehicles and infantry. 

American troops in their three- 
pronged drive are making steady 
progress despite stiffening resistance. 

sharp German _ counter-attack 
has been repulsed, and American 
infantry, backed by «rtillery, are 
within the four-mile defence peri- 
meter and are pushing forward. 

The battle has developed into a 
fight for each yard of territory as 
the Germans concentrate their 
strength in a series of defensive 
positions lining the narrow strip 
round Cherbourg. : 

So far, no air opposition has 
been encountered. There was little 
German artillery fire at the begin- 
ning of the assault. 


Allies 27 Miles 


From Ancona 


Eighth Army spearheads were last 


Follow . 
Police Raid 


ewell. ; 

It appears that the man is bein 
detained on suspicion arising out ot 
the shooting of Detective-Sergeant 
O’Brien, a member of the Special 
Branch, Garda Siochana, who. was 
mu 8 ry Fas outside his 

at Rathfarnha 

tember 9th, 1942. pi cat 

The Government at that time 
Offered a reward of £5,000 for in- 
formation which would lead to the 
conviction of the men, or any one 
of the men, who took part in the 
murder. 

_Later the Garda Siochana listed 
cight men, whom they stated they 
were seeking for questioning in con- 
nection with the shooting. One of 
the men was Hugh McAteer, 29 
years old Londonderry-born clerk, 
who at present is serving a jail 
sentence in Belfast for treason 
mony 

_In May, 1943, another of the 
listed men, Michael J. Quille, of 
Listowel, Co. Kerry, was accused 
before a Military Court in Dublin 
of the murder of O’Brien. 

After an eight-day trial, which 
ended on January 20th, 1943, Quille 
was found not guilty. His defence 
was that on the day of the murder 
he was in Belfast, and he brought 
evidence to support this. 

Two occupants of the raided 
house, a woman and her son, are 
also understood to have been 


detained. 


FINDS DATE 


BACK MORE THAN 


2,000 YEARS 


AR 
in Kerry 


While expioring a cave in an old 
rath near his home at Ballybowler. 
Dingle, Co. Kerry, a youth named 
Maurice Martin found a curious 
bronze object, which he handed to 
Mr. B. Foley, Dingle. 

Mr. Foley sent it to the National 
Museum, and has been informed 


Belfast Prepares for 
Holidays 


ALREADY many thousands of 

Belfast people have booked 
train accommodation to Dublin 
for the July “Twelfth Week” 
holidays. 

They stood in queues for 
hours yesterday, when the 
advance booking offices opened. 
There were also queues at the 
travel agencies. 


that the find is a small, socketed 
bronze axe of a type which 
appeared in Ireland between 1000 
and 300 B.C. 

From Mr. T. F. McCarrick, 
Tybbercurry, Co. Sligo, the Museum 
authorities have received an instru- 
ment of. peculiar shape found in 
Doomore bog, Tubbercurry. The 
article is stated to date back to the 
ear' Iron Age, probably 700 B.C., 
mó ofhcially described as a flesh 

ook. 
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yesterday—Dr. 


oe 


Congratulating one another after benig called to the Bar in Dublin 
+ Meenan, Miss M. MacEntee and Mr. P. O’Malley. 
(Full list in Page 3.) 


Japanese | 


14 SHIPS 


at fuil 

Luzon. 
14 
destroyer. 


_In addition, the Japanese lost 353 
aircraft, 335 of which were shot 
down by American fighters and 18 
by anti-aircraft fire from ships. The 
American force, under the tactical 
command of . Admiral Mitscher, 
suffered no losses in ships. and lost 
only 49 planes, many of which were 
forced to land on the water” at 
nightfall. 

It is claimed that only super- 
ficial damage was inflicted on 
three American ships, none of 
which was put out of action. 

The full story of the action still 
remains to be told At present it 
appears that Japanese aircraft 
attacked Admiral Spruance’s Fifth 
Fleet on Sunday with a loss to the 
attackers of 353 warplanes. 

The Japanese force was pursued, 
located and attacked on Monday 
afternoon, but there was time for 
only one assault before nightfall, 
and, in the remaining two to three 
hours of daylight, Admiral 
Mitscher’s carrier force of bombers 
and torpedo planes’ sak or 
damaged 14 enemy ships. The 
American force achieved such 
surprise that the enemy was unable 
to counter-attack. The engagement 
took place between the Mariana 
Group and the Philippines. 

_ communiqué issued from 
Admiral Chester Nimitz’s South 
Pacific H.Q. at Pearl Harbour yester- 
day stated that - at least fifteen 
Japanese ships were bombed or 
received direct hits from the guns 
of the United States warships, and 
353 Japanese warplanes were de- 
stroyed. 


Japanese Fleet losses included 
one large aircraft carrier and 
one destroyer, believed sunk,. 
and three fleet tankers. Ships 
damaged included three aircraft 
carriers, one battieship of the 
Kongo Class (29,330 tons), one 
cruiser, three destroyers and 
two tankers. 


SUNK OR 


DAMAGED 


MERICAN NAVY TASK FORCES HAVE ACHIEVED 
THE DEFEAT OF A STRONG JAPANESE FLEET 
IN THE SOUTH-WEST PACIFIC. 


According to Reuter, the fleet was last seen 


and possibly five, 


The .United States Fleet lost no 
ships. - Two aircraft-carriers and one 
battleship were damaged, but none 
were put out of action. Forty-nine 
United States planes were lost. The 
United States Fifth Pacific Fleet 
attack was a surprise. 

The United States naval view is 
that the victoryywas a great, but not 
crippling,. blow to the Japanese 
naval force. The enemy’s fleet was 
evidently caught some way from its 
base, rather than that any decision 
was made from Tokyo to steam out 
and meet the American challenge. 

The Japanese Fleet consisted of 
four or more battleships, five or 
six aircraft carriers, five fleet tan- 
kers,“ and an unspecified number 
of cruisers and destroyers. 

The following communiqué was 
issued from Admiral Nimitz yester- 
day:—" One carrier, believed to be 
a 7uikaku, received three 1,0001b. 

its.” 


The aircraft carrier, Zuikaku— 
“Lucky Stork”—one of Japan’s 
most modern carriers—is a 20,000 
ton ship, carrying twelve 5-inch 
anti-aircraft guns and 60 aircraft. 
The Kongo class battleships—there 
are four of them—are each 29,330 
tons. and carry three aircraft. 

Mr. James V. Forrestal, U.S. 
Navy Secretary, said yesterday:— 
* The United States Fleet did a mag- 
nificent job in its recent battle with 
the Japanese, but the Navy is not 
going to be satisfied until the 
Japanese Fleet is wiped out. The 
Japanese were extremely cautious, 
and never came very far east so 
that the bulk of our forces could 
engage them. As a result, we were 
able to. send home but one air 
attack at very long range from our 
carriers just before dark.” 

Mr. Stimson, United States War 
Secretary, said: “ This great victo 
will be a mighty impetus to s - 
ing our advance into the inner 
defences of Japan.” 
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RED ARMY KEEPS UP sale 


Minister Tells Why He| STEADY ADVANCE - a 
i G@OVIET forces are advancing facing with badly depleted strength. | 
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Rommel may 


REMIND YOU 


The encirclement of the fortress 
of Cherbourg is now almost 
complete. 

We have crossed the road leading 
east from the port to St. Pierre- 
Eglise, and have liberated the 


contemplating a (P.A. and Reuter.) 


Mighty Land and Air Assault 


American forces, striking along a 


broad front, yesterday launched the 


town. final attack against the fortress of 


There is nothing to report from Cherbourg a 
German 


other sectors of the front. 


its 10,000 to 35,000 
troops, says William 


In better weather, hundreds of : ; : : 
Allied fighter aircraft, many cha ai Reuter's Special Corres 


of them armed with rocket 


The attack, which rolled forward 


projectiles and bombs, swarmed i i 

over North-Western France from ming Wed aby “sang ise 
dawn to midday to harass | 4 blinding bombardment, which had 
enemy reinforcements MOVINE | Jasted one hour and fifty minutes. 


westward from the Paris area. 
Strong points in Cherbourg were 
included in bombing and 
strafing missions in close sup- 
port of ground forces. 
Heavy day bombers continued the 
assault on flying-bomb installa- 
tions across the Channel. After 
escorting the bombers, fighters 
attacked locomotives, loaded 
freight and oil cars, barges, 
‘and motor transport. ES 
Except for heavy anti-air- 
craft fire in many areas, our 
aircraft encountered little 
opposition —(P.A. and Reuter.) | 


the whole 
German arc, four and a half to five 
miles deep. Leaping into the path 


FH ae ggg eae 


Germans drawn up tightly on 
in front of the 


STRONGLY DEFENDED 


American infantry struck around 
strongly-defended 


the bombers had blasted towards 
esa pagal the Americans began 
driving for the important hills 
dominating the city from the south 


and west. 
Cherbourg Line is 
a series of con- 


concrete pill-boxes, strong 
mortar positions, and a maze 
- Of machine-gun nests fixed for 


cross-fire. 

Don Whitehead, Associated Press 
correspondent, referring to the 
Allied attack, says: This was the 
final assault against the remaining 
German resistance before the port 
—a mighty land and air assault, 
greater than any organised since the 
| Allies first fought their way on to 
the beaches of Normandy. 

Precautions were taken to avoid 
bombing Cherbourg itself, but to 
concentrate on strong points in an 
arc facing the American lines. 


bristling with 
nected fortifications, including | 


battlefront now stretches in an 
almost straight line across Italy, 
running from near Porto San 
Giorgio, on the Adriatic coast, to 
the vicinity of Follonica, on the 
west coast. 

Prince Umberto yesterday swore 
in the n€éw Bonomi Cabinet, 
Reuter’s Special Correspondent re- 
ported last night from Naples. A 
Rome despatch says that Marshal 
Badoglio has promised to collabo- 
rate with the new Government in 
any capacity where he would be 
most useful for the liberation and 
resurrection of Italy. 

The Associated Press -War Cor- 
respondent at Fifth Army Head- 
quarters says:—The tremendous 
casualties suffered by the Germans 
during the 41 days of his offensive 
in Italy are unofficialiy estimated at 
between 81,000 and 100,000 killed, 
wounded and captured. The esti- 
mate is based on the number 
known to have been captured by 
the Fifth and Eighth Armies (over 
27,000), and worked out along the 
army’s usual “rule of thumb” that 
for each prisoner there are. generally 
one killed and two wounded. 


it was announced last night in 


of the journey. 


| The flight was made with the loss 
of three bombers and two fighters. 

A Reuter reporter at one of the 
Soviet: reception bases cables:— 
“Scores. of huge bombers landed 
here. They came droning in from 
the west and circled over the Rus- 
sian countryside till the sky seemed 
almost blotted out.” 

Results of the bombing of the 
Ruhland refineries and installations 
were described as excellent. 

The raiders, it was learned at 
Supreme H.Q. last night, were 
Flying Fortresses which took part 
in Wednesday’s attack on Berlin and 
then flew on to Russia. | 

London also réports that a great 
force of R.A.F. bombers attacked 
industrial objectives in the Ruhr 
and Rhineland. during Wednesday 
night, and that others bombed 
Berlin. Forty-six bombers were 
eg bombers attacked Milan 
and Turin’ yesterday, according to 

adio Algiers. 
Rane radio ireported last night 
that British and United States 
squadrons bombed the Paris region 
yesterday afternoon. The north- 
western suburbs were badly hit. 


“ROBOT” BASES HIT 


the same com- 
attacked . P-Plane 
rms in the Pas de 


Ts 


| Fewer Unemployed 


U.S. BOMBERS BLAZE 
NEW TRAIL TO RUSSIA 


OMBERS of the United States 8th Air Force have blazed 
a new “shuttle bombing 


” trail from Britain to Russia, 
London. The main target was 


the synthetic oil plant at Ruhland, 50 miles S.-E. of Berlin. 


Mustang fighters provided constant cover during the 1,600 
miles’ trip; Soviet fighters were in support for the second half 


and Bostons and. Mitchells were 
also out over P-plane bases. 

The bombers at one time 
stretched out over the Straits of 
Dover from coast to coast. Above 
the bombers was. an umbrella of 
fighters 

The new Tempests and other 
fighters patrolling the Channel and 
open country in Southern England 
yesterday gathered a rich harvest 
of P-planes, states a P.A. air cor- 
respondent. 

Prom sunrise to mid-day the 
number destroyed before cró 
reached the coast formed a hig 
proportion of the total sent over. 
Others which crossed the coastline 
were intercepted. Some damage 
and casualties were reported. 

A German war reporter, speak- 


from Normandy, stated last night, 
says Reuter, that German recon- 
naissance pilots over London have 
reported that they saw an enormous 
blaze stretching from the centre of 
the city far to the east and vary- 
ing in colour from yellow to dark 


red. 


At the outset of Mr. MacEntee’s 


ing on the German home radio } 


evidence, the Chairman (Mr. Jus- 
tice Overend) said that the Tribunal 
had received a letter, dated May 
4th, 1944, from Mr. MacEntee. 

Chairman—It appears from that 
letter that a few days previously 
ou learned that your sister, who 
ives in Belfast, had purchased 
G.S.R. shares? 

Mr. MacEntee—Yes. 

You thought that was a fact 
that ought to be brought to our 
notice?—Yes. 

You then heard that she had pur- 
chased the shares on October 19th, 
19437?—Yes. 

And they consisted of a relatively 
small amout—£300 4 per Cent. 
Guaranteed Preference, and £500 
wae stock, total price £250?— 

es. 

You were not previously aware 
of that?—No. i 

Nor did you communicate with 
your sister in any way?—No. 

You yourself did not make any 
purchases?—No. 

So far as you are aware, did any 
other relative make any purchases? 
—No. 

As soon as you learned of this 
matter you brought it to our 
notice?—As soon as Í learned the 
précise date I brought it to the 
notice of the Tribunal. 

Judge Barra O’Briain — At that 
time, October 19th, this matter of 
reorganisation of the railways had 
been before the Government?—It 
had been, | understand. 

And as Minister you were aware 
of that?—Yes, I was on the 19th. 

Chairman—It is only fair to point 
out to Mr. MacEntee that it has 
been proved to us that the scheme 
was first before the Government on 
October 17th, and was only dealt 
with finally on the 19th.—I was not 
certain of the precise date. 


A SURPRISE 
Judge O Briain—The - purchase, it 


Entee on October 19th. Had you 
at any time. divulged to Miss 
MacEntee any information of the 
scheme that could effect her to make 
‘this purchase?—No. i 

In reply to .Judge Davitt, Mr. 
MacEntee said that as soon as he 
was aware of the purchase, which 
came as a surprise to him, he 
informed the Tribunal. 

Can you give any further assist- 
ance to the Tribunal in the matter 
into which - is inquiring—alleged 
leakages?—No. 

Mr. MacEntee added that-he had 


only seen his sister twice—imme- 


appears, was made by Miss Mac-. 


in Belfast, on October 19th, 1943, of G.S.R. shares, was given 
by Mr. S. MacEntee, Minister for Local Government and Public 
Health, at yesterday’s sitting of the Great Southern Railways’ 
Stocks Tribunal. He denied that at any time he divulged to 
Miss MacEntee any information that could cause her to make 
the purchase. He said he had written the letter to the Tribunal 
without any inquiry from that body. 


diately before Christmas and in the 
circumstances mentioned in the 
letter. . 

Mr. E. O’Mahony (for the Railway 
| Stockholders’ Association) — Have 
you any knowledge of the operation 
of the censorship? 

Chairman—That is not a matter 
for Mr. MacEntee’s department. 

Mr. O’Mahony—Has any Minister 
in practice the right to take the 
censorship into his own hands? 

Chairman—I don’t think this is 
relevant. 

Judge O Briain—I don’t see how 
it is relevant. 

Judge Davitt—lf there is a cen- 
sorship by the Minister of these 
letters; what do you ask us to 
deduce? 

Mr. O’Mahony—I think we will 
know to-morrow from the Attorney- 
General. 

(Mr. O’Mahony’s questions arose 
from a point made by Colonel The 
iO'Callaghan, who gave evidence 
earlier in the proceedings about 
letters to newspapers on railway 
matters.) 

This concluded Mr. MacEntee’s 
evidence. 


EXCHANGE PANIC 


The first witness called when the 
Tribunal resumed yesterday morn- 
ing was Colonel The O'Callaghan, 
President, G.S.R. Stockholders’ 
Protection Association. 

In the course of a statement, he 

Continued in Page 2, Col. 5. 


Royal Flush Once 
Every 2,000 Years! 


A DECISION which, it was stated, 
would affect hundreds. of 
thousands of people who play poker, 
was given at the London Sessions 
yesterday, when the jury decided 
that a Hampstead club, in which 
the police found forty-two people 
playing ‘poker with £1,281 in their 
pockets and £1,345 in chips on the 
table, had been kept as a common 
gaming house. . 

In his summing-up, the deputy 
chairman said to the jury: “The 
only .question is—is this poker un- 
lawful? The whole thing depends 
on whether the poker played was 
a game of mere skill or not. 

Mr. Hubert Phillips, an authority 
on card games, who gave evidence, 
said that the odds against a royal 
flush being dealt at poker were 
650,000: to |. “If,” he stated, “ you 
deal yourself one poker hand every 
day you can expect to deal your- 
self a royal fiush every 2,000 
years!” 

The odds against being dealt four 
aces were 54,000 to 1. 


——- 


Internees. to be 
| Exchanged 


An agreement has been reached 
for an exchange of civilian internees 
between Germany and Great Britain 
next month, according to a Swiss 
radio report. . 
On the instigation of the Swiss 
Government,” the radio added, “ the 
German and British Governments 


have come to an agreement pro- 


ae viding for the repatriation of all 
a ee sasleabe ansa in , Ger- 


is Raye 
é Sin ie ¢ \ 


y and G 


Ei reat gle “á who want! ... 
& ó é i . é mid scéla 
“ ; ! . | Y: r to € 5 r s | 1 i á b e ed, y in a - 


The opening-up of the Soviet 
offensive against Finland on two 
new fronts has transformed the 
Russian plan into a four-way drive 
which is rapidly assuming threaten- 
ing ph Seige Reuter’s correspon- 
dent cables from Moscow. 

The blows north and south of 
Lake Onega can be seen as a plan 
to reclaim the huge areas of Karelia 
seized by the Finns and to open 
up a way for a drive across the 
waist of Finland. At the same 
time, the initial drive through the 
Karelian Isthmus is splitting into 
two thrusts, aimed north-west 
towards Helsinki and north towards 
Finland’s few and vital communi- 
cation lines. 

The small peninsula north of 
Viborg is now safely in the hands 
of Marshal Govorov’s men, and 
the swiftness of their advance has 
enabled the bridge carrying the rail- 
way west to Helsinki to be cap- 
tured intact. 

These new threats the Finns are 


the Soviet offensives are expected 
to be set rolling there has been 
brisk artillery fire. “Strong Soviet 
reconnaissance detachments have 
been active,” he said, “in the area 
of Jassy, south of the Smolensk 


These were followed up by attacks, 
thou of no great operational 
significance, north-west of Tarnopol, 
on either side of ‘Kovel and south- 
east of Vitebsk.” 

An endless stream of evacuees 
poured out of Helsinki yesterday, 
reports Aftonbladet, quoted by 
Associated Press. Trains and buses 
heading for central Finland were 
crammed with women and children. 

The Finnish Parliament met in 
ordinary session yesterday. Accord- 
ing to the German News Agency, 
it passed the first reading of “the 
Finance bill.—(Reuter.) 


A new Emergency Powers Order 
et..**+s the Minister for Defence, 
with the consent of the Finance 
Minister, to provide for the payment 
of compensation to members of the 
Volunteer Aid Division of the Irish 
Red Cross Society who sustain 


injuries. 
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